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Earning a Regents diploma. Students first entering grade nine in September 2001 and thereafter shall meet the commencement-level New York State learning standards by successfully completing 22 units of credit and five New York State assessments distributed as specified in clauses (a) through (k) of this subparagraph. After passing the required New York State assessment or approved alternative in mathematics, science, and English language arts, the remaining units of credit required in that discipline may be in specialized courses. A specialized course is a course that meets the requirements of a unit of credit as defined in section 100.1(a) of this Part and the New York State commencement-level learning standards as established by the commissioner. A specialized course develops the subject in greater depth and/or breadth and/or may be interdisciplinary. Successful completion of one unit of study in an interdisciplinary specialized course may be awarded only one unit of credit but may be used to meet the distribution requirements in more than one subject. In a public high school, an interdisciplinary specialized course shall be taught by a teacher certified in at least one of the subjects.
d. Science, three units of credit and one of the Regents examinations in science or an approved alternative pursuant to section 100.2(f) of this Part. In order to qualify to take a Regents examination in any of the sciences a student must complete 1,200 minutes of actual hands-on (not simulated) laboratory experience with satisfactory documented laboratory reports. The 1,200 minutes of laboratory experience must be in addition to the required classroom instruction associated with earning a unit of credit.
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html#regentsdiploma



There are two levels of diploma for graduating high school in New York State.
· Regents Diploma	
· Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

Each requires certain classes and exams.

Class Requirements

To graduate high school, students must take the following classes:
	NYS Regents Diploma Requirements
	Minimum Number of Credits

	English
	4

	Social Studies
· US History - 1
· Participation in Government – 1/2
· Economics - 1/2
· Other - 2
	4

	Science
· Life Science - 1 
· Physical Science - 1
· Life Science or Physical Science - 1
	3

	Mathematics
	3

	Languages other than English
	1

	Visual Art, Music, Dance, and/or Theater
	1

	Physical Education - participation each semester
	2

	Health
	.5

	Electives
	3.5

	TOTAL
	22


 
Regents Exam Requirements

Regents Diploma - a score of 65 or better is required on these Regents exams:
· Comprehensive English
· Mathematics (Any one)
· Global History
· US History
· Science (Any one)
· Language other than English
· 
Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation - a score of 65 or better is required on these Regents exams:
· Comprehensive English
· Mathematics (All three)
· Global History
· US History
· Science (One physical and one life science)
· Language other than English
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/prepare-for-college/your-high-school-path-to-college/regents-requirements.html















I. What does this mean?
1. ONLY one Regents course with Regents examination.	
a. Living Environment could be the only Regents to pass OR 
b. Earth Science, Chemistry or Physics could be the only Regents to pass

2. Examples of other non- Regents or laboratory science for credit
a. ELECTIVES
i. General chemistry
ii. General science
iii. Environmental science
iv. District designated electives

b. BOCES – Some courses embedded with Science

3. Migrant students focus
a. Living Environment
i. May be the only Life Science available
ii. More forgiving exam
iii. MUST have completed 1200 minutes of lab time with a passing grade.
1. Passing is 65%.  

II. Course Assessment and flow
4. LE Exam contents
a. Part A: This section consists of 30 content-based multiple-choice questions. These questions are worth 1 credit each, for a total of 30 credits.

b. Part B – 1 & B – 2: This section consists of 25 content- and skill-based questions assessing your ability to apply, analyze, and evaluate material from the core curriculum. The items from Part B - 1 are multiple-choice and B – 2 are short constructed response questions (CRQ). The answer to each CRQ question may come from a document provided on the exam, or may require that you incorporate outside information that you learned while studying this subject.

c. Part C: This section consists of 8-9 content and application questions designed to assess your ability to apply your knowledge of science concepts and skills to address real-world situations. The items in this section are worth a total of 17 credits. The items from Part C may be either short constructed response questions (CRQ) or extended CRQs. Part C also includes experimental design.  

d. Part D: Questions concerning the concepts and skills learned while performing the four lab activities that New York State requires:  Making Connections, Diffusion through a Membrane, Beaks of Finches and Relationships and Biodiversity. Multiple choice and open-ended questions (similar to the questions in Part B and C), will assess the concepts, content, and process skills associated with laboratory experiences in Living Environment that are aligned to the New York State Living Environment Core Curriculum. 

5. How is the Biology Regents Test structured?
	Examination Part/Component
	Point Value

	Part A 
	30

	Part B 
	25

	Part C 
	17

	Part D (lab portion – required labs)
	13




6. Which is the subject matter included in the Biology Curriculum?

A. Organization of Life 

i. Living vs. Nonliving
ii. Population Diversity
iii. Organizational Levels
iv. Cell Structure
v. Life Functions
vi. Cellular Communication

B. Heredity and Genetics (Key idea 2)

i. DNA
ii. sexual v. Sexual Heredity
iii. Protein Synthesis
iv. Genetic Engineering 

C.  Evolution: Change Over Time (Key idea3)

i. Natural Selection
ii. Mutations
iii. Variation





D. Reproduction and Development

i. Asexual Reproduction
ii. Sexual Reproduction
iii. Human Reproductive System
iv. Development 

E. Homeostasis

i. Biochemical Processes
ii. Disease
iii. Feedback Mechanisms 

F. Ecology
i. Biotic vs. Abiotic
ii. Energy Flow
iii. Material Cycles
iv. Organism Relationships
v. Biodiversity
vi. Ecological Succession 

G. Human Impact on the Environment

i. Interrelationships
ii. Technological Developments
iii. Improvements 

H. Scientific Inquiry and Laboratory Techniques

i. Scientific Methods
ii. Organization and Analysis of Data
iii. Safety
iv. Instrumentation
v. Measurement
vi. Indicators
vii. Dichotomous Keys
viii. Dissection








I. How is the subject matter weighted on the Living Environment Regents Exam?

	Content
	Approximate Weight
	

	Standard 1 Laboratory Checklist
	10-20% 
	

	
	
	

	Standard 4
	
	

	Key Idea 1:
Living things are both similar to and different from each other and from nonliving things.
	13-17% 
	

	Key Idea 2:
Organisms inherit genetic information in a variety of ways that result in continuity of structure and function between parents and offspring.
	9-13% 
	

	Key Idea 3
Individual organisms and species change over time
	8-12% 
	

	Key Idea 4:
The continuity of life is sustained through reproduction and development
	6-10% 
	

	Key Idea 5:
Organisms maintain a dynamic equilibrium that sustains life.
	13-17% 
	

	Key Idea 6:
Plants and animals depend on each other and their physical environment.
	10-14% 
	

	Key Idea 7:
Human decisions and activities have had a profound impact on the physical and living environment.
	11-13% 
	




III. Instructional tips

1. Know the material
A. Get a review book with answer key
B. Vocabulary
a. Often found in review book
b. Do a google search

C. Youtube is great
a. Bozeman Science
D. Regents prep sites
E. Build personal resources 
a. Paper copies
b. Electronic copies
F. Use NYS website for old Regents exams

2. Know your learner
A. Resources from school instructor?
a. Guides
b. Past assessments
c. Lab minutes

B. Assess their skill base
a. Weakness and strengths
i. Writing
ii. Lab skills
iii. Knowledge
iv. Comprehension
v. Reading

b. Ask them!
i. Difficulties
1. Writing
2. Labs
3. Etc…

c. Give an old Regents
i. June version best
ii. Pick sections to administer
1. Part B2 and C is challenging

3. Know the State Labs
A. Obtain copies
a. Call State Ed.  Not easy
i. ann.crotty@nysed.gov contact for labs
b. Keep paper copies
c. Not supposed to have them electronically 



4. What language will they take test in?
A. I always had English and their native language for practice when available
i. Useful to find discrepancies in vocab and content.
ii. Might have familiarity in native language



IV. Building Resources

A. Guides
a. Survival guide
b. English words in Living Environment

B. Copy or scan resources provided by teachers
a. Guides
b. Review packets
c. Labs
d. Etc…

C. StateLabs
a. Resources\Living_Environment_Lab_Review.pdf

D. Youtube
a. Most topics available
1. Crash course biology 
a. Great resource

b. Must filter content

E. Bozemen Science
1. The best
2. http://www.bozemanscience.com/
3. Can teach you
a. Learn 

F. Kahn Academy
a. https://www.khanacademy.org/
1. Create account
2. Search Biology


[bookmark: _GoBack]
G. GOOGLE
a. Search Teacher’s website

H. NYSED
a. Database of past Regents
b. Rating Guides 

I. Review books
a. Recommend 
1. Prentice Hall – The Living Environment
a. Simple
b. Practice questions
c. Regents questions


J. Vocabulary definitions
a. http://dle.rae.es/?w=diccionario
b. http://www.dictionary.com/

Regents Prep – Living Environment

