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Steps to Embedding Language in High School Content Lessons

1. Establish: What is the content of the lesson? What exactly are students learning about? What is the essential concept?

2. Ask yourself: what are the linguistic demands of this lesson? What will students be doing with language in order to learn the content? What will they be expected to do with language to show they learned the content? List the linguistic demands. Do students need explicit instruction or practice in those language skills, vocabulary, tasks, structures?


3. Think: what are my student’s language needs? What is his/her proficiency level? What does he/she need to know how to do with English in the context of this lesson that will prove useful in other contexts?

4. Choose: What is one language point I could target (or teach explicitly) within this lesson’s linguistic demands, my student’s needs, and application of the learning in English in other academic contexts?
5. Write: the language objective. It can be vocabulary, grammar, language function, language skills, language learning tasks, for example. Use the Himmel article from www.colorincolorado.org for help. The objective is for you, to focus on a point of language that makes sense in this context and is useful in other school contexts. Student will be able to…

6. Create: a short exercise to help your student with the point of language you decided to focus on. Use ENL resources, your own ideas, colleagues’ ideas for help.


7. Check: does the language work I created…
· Come naturally from the content of the lesson?
· Involve listening, speaking, reading and/or writing English?
· Promote useful English skills even beyond the purpose of the original lesson?
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If so, try it!
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